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About the presenter

M. Marina Melita is the Senior Lecturer of Italian in the Department of World Languages and 
Cultures of the School of Liberal Arts at Marist College in New York. She coordinates the 
university's Italian, as well as World Film programs. Melita is a member of the Global Studies 
Advisory Committee and the Queer Trans Sub-Committee of the Marist Diversity Council. Beyond 
Marist, she is the current President of the American Association of Teachers of Italian (AATI), and a 
founding member of the collective, Diversity, Transformation, and Italian Studies. Her research 
interests include Italian cinema and theatre, literature by Italian women from the Second World 
War to the present, Black Italy, and Advocacy/Activism for L2 Italian programs in the United States. 
Dr. Melita is also DEI Workshop Facilitator at Marist, as well as a social justice activist outside of 
work.

ACTFL 2024



https://native-land.ca/

https://tinyurl.com/5
ymwama4 

Land Acknowledgement - City of Philadelphia

For centuries, the land now known as Philadelphia was home to 
and cared for by native peoples. These include the 
Lenni-Lenape People of Lenapehoking and the Poutaxat 
(Delaware Bay). We recognize these Tribes’ strength and history 
of resistance to colonization.
We commit to honoring their history, presence, and future. We 
support local Native people, including:

● The Nanticoke Lenni-Lenape Tribal Nation.
● The Ramapough Lenape Nation.
● The Powhatan Renape Nation.
● The Nanticoke of Millsboro Delaware.
● The Lenape of Cheswold Delaware, and more.

We know that our modern systems of growing food and 
owning property are built on:

● The stolen land of Indigenous people.
● The enslavement of African people.
● The genocide of both Native and Black communities 

and cultures.
These violent acts continue to impact Black and Indigenous 
communities today. We must understand and name these 
realities. We must acknowledge how they influence who has 
power over land and food in Philadelphia.
Black and Indigenous communities have:

● Deep knowledge and innovation in:
○ Agriculture.
○ Food sciences.
○ Land stewardship.

● Been ignored or erased in the documentation of this 
collective knowledge.

We commit to lifting up these practices in Philadelphia’s urban 
agriculture.
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Also…
Basques,
Etruscans,
Frisii,
and more.
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Diversity and Representation 
in the L2 Classroom

ACTFL 2024

Objectives:

● Provide food for thought
● Understand what “Diversity and Representation” in the classroom means.
● Incorporate Simple Tips and Tricks into your Lesson Plan
● Call to Action
● Q&A
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What do we mean by “Diversity 
and Representation in the L2 
Classroom?”

Scan the QR code below or type the URL into your browser to add 
your thoughts. 

https://tinyurl.com/DiversityKLETT
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Diversity and 
Representation also…

● Align with all the ACTFL World 
Readiness Standards

● Can support and address the 
UN’s 17 Goals for Sustainable 
Development, primarily Goals
○ 4 - Quality Education
○ 5 - Gender Equality
○ 16 - Peace, Justice and 

Strong Institutions
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Recent
Demographics:
K-12



Recent
Demographics:
University
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Identity and 
Representation
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TIPS AND TRICKS 1 & 2

1. Prioritize language/word choice
2. Swap out photo, images, 

headlines, etc.

Instead of:

Come si dice “doctor” in italiano?

How about?

Come si dice “doctor” in italiano?
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TIPS AND TRICKS 1 & 2 Familia, Famiglia, Famille, Famille:
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TIPS AND TRICKS 3
3. Replace readings, videos, poems, 
artwork, etc. with those created by 
diverse people. 
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JAtN6x60QE8&t=23
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WW_1QYI3GTA


Explore & Supplement 
Our Materials “Pear” and share!

1. Consider the materials in front 
of you.

2. What is missing? Who is 
missing?

3. Are the photos, phrases, 
examples representatives of 
diverse groups, abilities, 
cultures, etc?

4. Decide which of the materials 
are usable and appropriate for 
a diverse and representative L2 
classroom.
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What image of the world do these examples paint for our students?
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TIPS AND TRICKS 5
5. Collaborate with your students!
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It’s not you…it’s the world.



TIPS AND TRICKS 6

6. Tweak your cultural component 
even just a little…
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HoeQCQKK_lU


BONUS TIP: The Green (or any color) Border
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In conclusion:
● Start small
● Be consistent
● Be patient with yourself



Thank you for attending this session! 

Your feedback is valuable to both the presenter and KWL. 

YOUR FEEDBACK



MORE PD!

KWL Learning Community
■ Complimentary Onboarding 

○ Platform Training
○ Initial Content Implementation 

■ Free  webinars  & training sessions  

■ Conferences & Events 

■ Paid continuing professional development . Visit 
www.klettwl.com/pd to learn more about our tailored PD for schools and 
districts.



Thank you!
Q&A

THANK YOU!


