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What are we going to see today?
1. The Research (Henshaw and Van Patten)

2. The Cart Before the Horse (Long, Lee, Hillan)

3. Explicit and Implicit Grammar Teaching

4. Mechanical Drills and Krashen’s Monitor Model

5. Teaching Grammar Communicatively and in Context 
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tomorrow next week specific unit   mindset shift
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The Research

Henshaw: Clues and Beliefs

Van Patten: Subconscious Acquisition
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Is Research Useful for 
the Classroom Teacher?



ACTFL 2024

● SLA Researchers and Teachers

● The lab and the Classroom

● Context

● Common Ground

● Clues, BeliefsDr. Florencia Henshaw
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● Acquired language does not 
resemble rules and charts

● Language acquisition is largely 
subconscious

● Respect the developmental 
nature of language acquisition

Dr. Bill VanPatten
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what you can do 
with language
not what you know 
about the language 

PROFICIENCY
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Use Target Language For Learning

Design Communicative Activities

Grammar in Context

Use Authentic Cultural Resources

Plan with Backward Design Model

Provide Appropriate Feedback

ACTFL Core Practices
High Leverage Teaching Practices
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The Cart Before the Horse

Long, Lee, Hillman  (2019)



ACTFL 2024

“To ‘teach’ isolated grammar structures first, for 

communication later, is to put the proverbial cart 

before the horse.”

–Long, Lee, Hillman 
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Dr. Florencia Henshaw

● Lead with what we want to 
communicate and not how to 
do it.  

● Address the how as needed in 
the course of communication. 
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Explicit and Implicit 
Grammar Teaching

Krashen, Ellis, Long, DeKeyser
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Explicit

● conscious

● verbalize rules and patterns

● metalinguistic information
Implicit

● outside of awareness

● can’t be verbalized

● intuitive

● spontaneous 
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No

● Krashen: explicit learning only results in 
explicit knowledge

Weak

● Ellis, Long: Focus on Form (conscious 
attention) can help

Strong

● DeKeyser: Practice makes perfect. (Most 
SLA scholars don’t agree.)

Explicit → Implicit Yes? No? Linked?
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What can we agree on?

● Learners acquire structures and syntax that are not explicitly taught.

● my tiny old green delivery bike 

● my green delivery old tiny bike

● opinion-size-age-shape-color-origin-material-purpose- NOUN.
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● The goal for all is to develop implicit knowledge. 

● Language acquisition is about mental representation 

of language.

What can we agree on?
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So, where does this leave us?
No (Krashen)

● Just be patient

Weak (Ellis, Long)

● can’t change order of acquisition
● conscious attention to certain forms can help us move 

along the stages a little bit quicker.  
● Rules + Practice don’t  ≠  acquisition
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Mechanical Drills and 
the Monitor Model

Wong, Van Patten, Krashen
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But, what about… Mechanical Drills?

The Evidence Is In: Drills Are Out 
(Wong and Van Patten, 2003)

• Based on Behaviorism, practice makes perfect, 
learning a language is like learning anything else.

• Groups doing Structured Input performed better 
than those doing drills

• Drill groups do no make form-meaning connection.
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Do Drills Lead to Automaticity?  
• Acquiring language is not like learning anything else. 

• How do we know this? 
• We acquire things from input that are not explicitly 

taught.
■ Are you a student?

● Yes, I’m a student.
● Yes, I’m.
● Yes, I am. 
X
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Krashen on SLA (1987, 1988)

● Acquisition-Learning hypothesis

● Input hypothesis

● Affective Filter hypothesis

● Natural Order hypothesis

● Monitor hypothesis
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Krashen on SLA (1987, 1988)

Language 
Acquisition 

Device (LAD)

Acquired 
Language

Output

Learned Language
(Monitoring)

Affective 
Filter

Comprehensible 
Input

The Input Hypothesis Model of L2 Learning and Production (Krashen, 1982)
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Teaching Grammar 
Communicatively and in Context 

Structured Input, PACE
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Structured Input
Making Communicative Language Teaching Happen 

(Van Patten and Lee,2003)

“Input that is manipulated in 
particular ways to push learners 
to become dependent on form 
and structure to get meaning." 
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Maintenant Plus Tard

Je prends une salade.

Il va prendre un thé 

Elles vont prendre un kilo de pommes.

Marc ne prend pas de dessert.

Tu ne vas pas prendre de café.  

On prend du pain
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Maintenant Plus Tard

Je prends une salade. ✓

Il va prendre un thé ✓

Elles vont prendre un kilo de pommes. ✓

Marc ne prend pas de dessert. ✓

Tu ne vas pas prendre de café.  ✓

On prend du pain ✓
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✅
une chanteuse des acteurs marocain sénégalaises

ce sont

il est

elles sont

c’est



ACTFL 2024

✅
une chanteuse des acteurs marocain sénégalaises

ce sont ✓

il est ✓

elles sont ✓

c’est ✓
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● “A Whole Language Approach to Focus on Form.” 

● Paper presented at the ACTFL (1992).

● Encourages the language learner to reflect on the use 
of target language forms.  

PACE Model
Donato, R. & B. Adair-Hauck.
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●  The teacher and learners collaborate and 
co-construct a grammar explanation after 
focusing on the meaning in context.  

● The PACE model provides a concrete way for 
teaching grammar as a concept.

PACE Model
Donato, R. & B. Adair-Hauck.
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PRESENTATION :
teacher foreshadows the grammar structure with emphasis on meaning 

ATTENTION :
focus on the language form or structure by highlighting a particular linguistic 
form

CO-CONSTRUCTION :
teacher and students co-construct the grammatical explanation 

EXTENSION :
students use grammatical structures to complete a task
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PRESENTATION 

ATTENTION 

CO-CONSTRUCTION 

EXTENSION 
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Extension:
● Parallel Text
● Write your own
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https://klettwl.com/store/reporters-francophones
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https://klettwl.com/store/reporters-francophones
https://klettwl.com/store/reporters-francophones
https://klettwl.com/store/reporters-francophones
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Extension:
● Describe the active 

traveler.
● Who are you?
● Who is your friend 

or family member?

https://klettwl.com/store/reporters-francophones
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Write and Discuss
● Share Content 

○ reading, video, audio, teacher presentation
● Engage with content: discussion, activity
● Teacher writes summary text with student input

○ add in additional vocabulary
○ highlight focus structure in context

● Follow up procedures referencing the co-created text
○ Structured Input
○ PACE
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PACE Model
Donato, R. & B. Adair-Hauck.

La semaine dernière, j’ai vraiment bien profité de mon temps! 🎉 J’ai commencé la 
semaine avec un match de tennis avec mes amis. J’adore le tennis – c’est un super sport 
pour bouger et rigoler! Ensuite, j’ai joué au baseball mardi. ⚾ J’ai fait de mon mieux, mais 
ce n’était pas mon meilleur jour 😅. Puis, mercredi, c’était le basket 🏀, et là, j’étais en 
forme! Mon équipe a gagné, et j’ai même marqué plusieurs paniers! Jeudi, j’ai joué au foot 
⚽ – c’était intense, mais très amusant!

Pour finir la semaine en musique, j’ai joué de la guitare 🎸, du piano 🎹, et même de la 
batterie 🥁. Ça fait du bien de faire un peu de musique après tant de sport. 🎶 Ma 
semaine était pleine d’énergie et de plaisir! Hâte de refaire tout ça la semaine prochaine! 
😄
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PACE Model
Donato, R. & B. Adair-Hauck.

La semaine dernière, j’ai vraiment bien profité de mon temps! 🎉 J’ai commencé la 
semaine avec un match de tennis avec mes amis. J’adore le tennis – c’est un super sport 
pour bouger et rigoler! Ensuite, j’ai joué au baseball mardi. ⚾ J’ai fait de mon mieux, mais 
ce n’était pas mon meilleur jour 😅. Puis, mercredi, c’était le basket 🏀, et là, j’étais en 
forme! Mon équipe a gagné, et j’ai même marqué plusieurs paniers! Jeudi, j’ai joué au foot 
⚽ – c’était intense, mais très amusant!

Pour finir la semaine en musique, j’ai joué de la guitare 🎸, du piano 🎹, et même de la 
batterie 🥁. Ça fait du bien de faire un peu de musique après tant de sport. 🎶 Ma 
semaine était pleine d’énergie et de plaisir! Hâte de refaire tout ça la semaine prochaine! 
😄



ACTFL 2024

Structured Input

Je profite de mon temps. 

J’ai joué au baseball.

J’ai marqué plusieurs paniers.

J’ai joué de la guitare.

Je joue au foot.

J’ai commencé avec un match.  

Aujourd’hui La Semaine Dernière
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Structured Input

Je profite de mon temps. 

J’ai joué au baseball.

J’ai marqué plusieurs paniers.

J’ai joué de la guitare.

Je joue au foot.

J’ai commencé avec un match.  

Aujourd’hui La Semaine Dernière

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓
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What we saw today

1. The Research (Henshaw and Van Patten)

2. The Cart Before the Horse (Long, Lee, Hillan)

3. Explicit and Implicit Grammar Teaching

4. Mechanical Drills and Krashen’s Monitor Model

5. Teaching Grammar Communicatively and in Context 
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tomorrow next week specific unit   mindset shift



MORE PD!

KWL Learning Community
■ Complimentary Onboarding 

○ Platform Training
○ Initial Content Implementation 

■ Free  webinars  & training sessions  

■ Conferences & Events 

■ Paid continuing professional development . Visit 
www.klettwl.com/pd to learn more about our tailored PD for schools and 
districts.



Thank you!
Q&A

THANK YOU!



Thank you for attending this session! 

Your feedback is valuable to both the presenter and KWL. 

YOUR FEEDBACK


