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    Kathrin Frenzel-Luke

● M.A. Applied Linguistics/ 
German

● German native 
● 20+ years of                

teaching
● Taught every 

age group

    Patrick Wallace

● MEd with an emphasis on 
German 

● 30+ years of experience in 
public education 

● Served at the state 
level supporting 
world language 
and DLI programs 
in Georgia
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Introduction

● No monolithic culture or 
language space

● Transformation of the 
demographic landscape 

● Providing students with a 
well-rounded and authentic 
understanding of the 
language they’re learning
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The Modern German World: Demographics
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Deutschland Österreich Schweiz

Einwohnerzahl 2023 
in Millionen 84,67 9,1 8,96

Anzahl der 
Zuwanderer 2023 1.932.509 194.959 263.081

Anzahl der Ausländer 
in Millionen 13,9 1,73 2,42

Anteil der Ausländer 15,2% 19% 27%
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Defining Authentic 
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Merriam Webster

● Authentic - Word of 
the Year 2023

● not false or imitation 
● a synonym of real and 

actual 
● true to one’s own 

personality, spirit, or 
character

ACTFL 
(authentic texts)

“written by members of a 
language and culture 
group for members of 
the same language and 
culture group” (Galloway, 1998, p. 
133, as cited in Glisan).

Duden.de

● echt 
● den Tatsachen 

entsprechend und 
daher glaubwürdig
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Defining Multicultural 

UNESCO
● preservation and appreciation of cultural 

diversity within societies
● respecting various cultural identities and the 

positive contributions they make 

Stanford Encyclopedia 
of Philosophy

● an approach to social policy 
● recognizes cultural diversity 
● promotes the fair inclusion of marginalized or 

minority groups in society

Merriam Webster
● of, relating to, reflecting, or adapted to 

diverse cultures
● relating to or including many different 

cultures



● Avoiding Stereotypes

● Inclusion of Diverse Voices

● Accurate Cultural Context

● Recognition of Intersectionality
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Authentic Multicultural Representations in your 
Classroom
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Topic: Families and Communities
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Topic: Families and Communities
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Topic: Contemporary Life
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Topic: Contemporary Life
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Topic: 
Beauty and 
Aesthetics
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Cultural Comparisons
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Language - Accents - Dialects

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1iWMfJAiSPQ7yvvVgcfDlYngObvADjcZ0/preview
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Das 

Reporterteam 



Proficiency-based, Communicative Approach
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exploring real-world 
topics Become a Reporter

Transparency



Real-World Communication and Meaningful Learning
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authentic 
resources

collaborative 
activities

project-based 
learning



Teacher Support
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Curriculum Planning

Teaching

Lesson Planning



Thank you!
Q&A

THANK YOU!



Thank you for attending this session! 

Your feedback is valuable to both the presenter and KWL. 

YOUR FEEDBACK



MORE PD!

KWL Learning Community
■ Complimentary Onboarding 

○ Platform Training
○ Initial Content Implementation 

■ Free  webinars  & training sessions  

■ Conferences & Events 

■ Paid continuing professional development . Visit 
www.klettwl.com/pd to learn more about our tailored PD for schools and 
districts.


