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● Interdisciplinary, intercultural aspects
● Many authors, guest authors and consultants
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= most inclusive representation of students (including their interests 
and intersectional identities) and German speakers
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● Interdisciplinary, intercultural aspects
● Many authors, guest authors and consultants

= most inclusive representation of students (including their interests 
and intersectional identities) and German speakers

BUT: a challenge when it comes to vocabulary
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Thank you to Erwin Tschirner!



PART 1: Background
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1. Vocabulary and proficiency
2. Types of words
3. Significant and useful vocabulary
4. What else did we learn about vocabulary?
5. Action steps
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1. Vocabulary and Proficiency



ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines
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Function Content Context Text Type Vocabulary Grammar

Advanced Description
Narration

Instruction
Explanation

Concrete 
current and 

general 
interest topics

Public 
Education

Work
News

PARAGRAPHS:
Connected 
discourse 

Broad
general

vocabulary

Sequencing 
Time frames 
Chronology

Intermediate Basic 
Information

Highly familiar 
everyday 
content

Highly familiar 
everyday 
contexts
Routine

listening tasks

SENTENCES:
Simple, 

predictable, 
minimally 
connected 

High 
frequency 
vocabulary

Simple 
sentences 

patterns and 
strings of 
sentences

Novice Simple 
questions, 

statements, 
high- 

frequency 
commands

Highly 
predictable, 

everyday 
topics that 

affect directly

Face to Face
Highly 

contextualized 
and highly 
predictable

WORDS:
words and 

phrases, one at 
a time

Key words, 
true aural 
cognates, 
formulaic 

expressions

N/A



Relations Between Proficiency and Vocabulary

ACTFL 2024

How well does vocabulary size predict reading proficiency as defined 
by ACTFL? (Tschirner et al., 2019)

What ACTFL reading proficiency levels are predicted by what 
vocabulary size?

● 200 participants: Spanish (52), Russian (48), German (97)
● Instruments: ACTFL Reading Proficiency Test (RPT) and 

Vocabulary Levels Test (VLT)



Relations Between Proficiency and Vocabulary

ACTFL 2024

Vocab Level 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000
RPT 4.51 5.74 6.97 8.20 9.43

ACTFL IM IH AL AM AH

Correlation: 0.871
R2: 0.759

Regression Analysis Predicting Reading Proficiency



Relations Between Proficiency and Vocabulary
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RPT LTP Vocab
Spearman’s rho RPT Correlations Coefficient 1.000 .734 .833

Sig. (2-tailed) . .000 .000
N 46 33 27

LPT Correlations Coefficient .734 1.00 .789
Sig. (2-tailed) .000 . .000
N 33 34 18

Vocab Correlations Coefficient .833 .789 1.000
Sig. (2-tailed) .000 .000
N 27 18 27

Correlations URI Students
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2. Types of Words



Vocabulary: Functional vs. Frequency-Based

ACTFL 2024

● Functional approach: Basic needs, speech acts and topics
○ focus on oral language in daily life domains
○ prevalent in textbooks, language curricular, immersion 

experiences, and proficiency frameworks
● Frequency approach: Based on corpus analyses, written texts

○ focus on written language and on reading
○ Frequency-based lists (literature, news, academic texts)
○ 3,000 words are needed to read simpler authentic texts 

(IH/AL) and 5,000 to read more sophisticated ones (AH/S)



Vocabulary: Concreteness, Familiarity, Imageability

ACTFL 2024

● Learned more easily
● Acquired early
● Predominant in everyday conversation
● Predominant in textbooks and vocabulary lists
● BUT: not the words needed for professional purposes (including 

reading and academic listening)
● AND: Is this really the case for our students?

Crossley, S., Feng, S., Cai, Z. & McNamara, D. (2013). Computer simulations of MRC Psycholinguistic Database word properties: 
Concreteness, familiarity, imageability. In: Javis, S. & Daller, M. (ebs.) Vocabulary Knowledge: Human Ratings and Automated 
Measures. John Benjamins.



Vocabulary: Concreteness, Familiarity, Imageability

ACTFL 2024

● Learned more easily
● Acquired early
● Predominant in everyday conversation
● Predominant in textbooks and vocabulary lists
● BUT: not all the words needed for professional purposes 

(including reading and academic listening)
● AND: Does this really work for our students? What do they need?

Crossley, S., Feng, S., Cai, Z. & McNamara, D. (2013). Computer simulations of MRC Psycholinguistic Database word properties: 
Concreteness, familiarity, imageability. In: Javis, S. & Daller, M. (ebs.) Vocabulary Knowledge: Human Ratings and Automated 
Measures. John Benjamins.



Language is Domain-Specific (Adelheid Hu)
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● “The linguistic nature of any technical and subject learning is 
integral to modern education … and essentially determines it.”

● “Acquiring and developing a sound education is only possible by 
practicing and applying discursivity in technical contexts, 
acquiring a repertoire of cognitive-academic language … and 
participating in the social processes of text reception and text 
production that are appropriate to the particular field.”



Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency

ACTFL 2024

● BICS vs CALP (Cummins, 1979)
○ BICS: Basic Interpersonal Communication Skills
○ CALP: Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency

● Playground vs. classroom language (Gibbsons 1991)
○ Playground: language which enables children to make 

friends, join in games and take part in a variety of day-to-day 
activities that develop and maintain social contact

○ Classroom: language associated with higher order thinking 
skills: classifying, evaluating, generalizing, interfering, 
predicting, hypothesizing



BICS and CALP in Textbooks/Curricula
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BICS/CALP
Superior CALP

Advanced High CALP
Advanced Mid CALP
Advanced Low BICS
Intermediate BICS

Novice BICS



BICS and CALP in Textbooks/Curricula

ACTFL 2024

BICS CALP
Superior

Advanced High
Advanced Mid
Advanced Low
Intermediate

Novice



Playground vs. Classroom Language

ACTFL 2024

● Playground: language which enables children to make friends, 
join in games and take part in a variety of day-to-day activities 
that develop and maintain social contact

● Classroom: language associated with higher order thinking skills: 
classifying, evaluating, generalizing, interfering, predicting, 
hypothesizing



Academic 
Language

Technical 
Language
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Language 
of Education

Colloquial 
Language
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3. Significant and Useful Vocabulary



Significant and Useful Vocabulary

● Academic Frequency Lists
● Two sub corpora of the New Leipzig Corpus of Contemporary 

German (20 million tokens, basis of the Routledge Frequency 
Dictionary of German (Tschirner & Möhring 2020)
○ Newspaper Corpus and Academic Corpus (highschool 

textbooks, college textbooks, popular technical magazines, 
academic articles)

ACTFL 2024
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YOUR TURN



Frequency vs. Intuition
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● -1,000: überhaupt, erhalten, Gesellschaft, Reaktion, Chemie, 
Struktur, Druck, Element, wirtschaftlich, Elektron, Veränderung,

● -2,000: Baum, physikalisch, Qualität, Teilchen, Milliliter, Enzym, 
Widerstand, ungefähr, Mathematik, schwimmen

● -3,000: Argument, sauber, Bahnhof, jüdisch, Fahrrad, Katze, 
waschen, Transport, Wohnzimmer, Geschenk, Vitamin, Opa

● -4,000: langweilig, korrigieren, Pilz, Jacke, Möbel, Gemüse, 
Adjektiv, Schlafzimmer, unglücklich, Kühlschrank, Kartoffel

● -5,000: protestieren, Roboter, Topf, Rezept, Sportart, witzig, 
Schokolade, Dusche, backen, gießen, Cousin, Butter, Obst



Comparing both approaches
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German B1 (IH) List (Goethe Institute): 3,500 words

● 33% are not part of the most frequent 3,500 words
● 23.5% are not part of the most frequent 5,000 words
● 12.8% are not part of the most frequent 9,000 words

● Does not contain 10.5% of the most frequent 1,000 words
● Does not contain 21.65% of the most frequent 2,000 words
● Does not contain 38.55% of the most frequent 3,500 words



One or the other?
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● Both! - With a focus on frequency-based vocabulary
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4. What Else Did We 
Learn About Vocabulary?



What else did we learn? - Numbers

● Words needed to be known to understand a text: 95% (Nation 2006)
● Vocabulary needed to read newspapers and novels: 5,000 (Tschirner, 

Hacking & Rubio 2019)
● Words needed to guess from context: 3,000 (Alahmadi/Foltz 2020)
● Average encounters needed to learn new words: 8-10 (Schmitt 2008); 

When words have been memorized: 3 (Webb 2005)
● Recommended words to learn per year: 1,500 (Tschirner)

ACTFL 2024



What else did we learn? - Learning

ACTFL 2024

● Words need to be encountered and learned directly
○ Direct (explicit) learning

■ Memorize and practice words 
■ Look up words or ask what they mean
■ Practice new words in speaking and writing

○ Indirect (implicit) learning
■ Reading: Easy Readers, Novels, News
■ Listening: Easy Language, Films, News, Audiobooks

● Words need to be heard and seen
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5. Action Steps



ACTION STEPS

ACTFL 2024

● Vocabulary
○ About 1,500 per year (30 weeks) = 50 per week, 10 per day 
○ Each word encountered at least 3 times (memorized ones), 

but ideally 8-10 times (new ones)
○ Including auditory encounters and exercises
○ Give opportunities to explore subjects relevant to students

● Listening & Reading
○ Focus on at last 95% coverage
○ Easy Readers



ACTION STEPS

ACTFL 2024

● First year:
○ 1,500 words encountered - 60 % of the Top 1000
○ 1,000 words known (= NH/IL)

● Second year
○ 3,000 words encountered - 100 % of the Top 1000
○ 2000 words known (= IL/IM/IH)
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PART 2:
Practical Examples 

from Impuls Deutsch



PART 2: Practical Examples from Impuls Deutsch

ACTFL 2024

1. Significant and useful vocabulary, while keeping our goals of 
inclusivity and interdisciplinarity in mind

2. Flexibility, relevant to your students
3. Reinvisioned vocabulary lists 
4. Implicit vocabulary learning through easy readers
5. Words: seen and heard
6. Impact (so far)
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1. Significant and Useful Vocabulary, 
While Keeping Our Goals of 

Inclusivity and Interdisciplinarity in Mind



1. Significant and Useful Vocabulary
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● Vocabulary analysis tool developed by two students (Andrew 
LaRaw Lama and Nathaniel Nichols, bot dual degree students 
in German and Computer Science at URI)
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● Output analysis



The solution: Significant and Useful Vocabulary
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● Vocabulary Analysis Tool developed by two students (Andrew LaRaw Lama and Nathaniel 
Nichols, bot dual degree students in German and Computer Science)

● Output Analysis
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1. Significant and Useful Vocabulary
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● Vocabulary analysis tool developed by two students 
● Output analysis

○ How many unknown words in the unit?
○ Sort by frequency, sort by CEFR rating

■ Identify low frequency words (not CEFR A1/A2/B1)
● Can other words be used?
● Is the sentence/information critical?

■ How many unknown words are still left?
● Look at high frequency words, ask same question



1. Significant and Useful Vocabulary
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● Vocabulary analysis tool developed by two students 
● Output analysis



1. Significant and Useful Vocabulary
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● Vocabulary analysis tool developed by two students 
● Output analysis
● Keeping inclusivity and interdisciplinarity in mind

○ gender-neutral words less frequent than binary words 
(e.g. Lehrkraft vs Lehrer, Lehrerin, Lehrer*in).

○ vocab relevant for students may be less frequent than 
everyday language



1. Significant and Useful Vocabulary
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● Challenges
○ high frequency vs. already learned but low
○ high frequency but would only be used once
○ low frequency but more inclusive
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Examples:
Vocabulary Analysis
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BEFORE1

Quelle: Impuls Deutsch 1 (2019)
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BEFORE1

Quelle: Impuls Deutsch 1 (2019)
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AFTER1

Quelle: Impuls Deutsch 1 (2019)
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AFTER1

Quelle: Impuls Deutsch 1 (2019)Quelle: Impuls Deutsch 2 - Second Edition (2019)



ACTFL 2024
AFTER1

Quelle: Impuls Deutsch 1 (2019)Quelle: Impuls Deutsch 2 - Second Edition (2019)
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AFTER1

Quelle: Impuls Deutsch 2 - Second Edition (2019)
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YOUR TURN
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BEFORE2

Quelle: Impuls Deutsch 2 (2019)
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AFTER2

Quelle: Impuls Deutsch 2 - Second Edition (2025)Quelle: Impuls Deutsch 2 (2019)
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BEFORE3

Quelle: Impuls Deutsch 1 (2019)
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AFTER3

Quelle: Impuls Deutsch 1 - Second Edition (2025)Quelle: Impuls Deutsch 1 (2019)
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BEFORE4

Quelle: Impuls Deutsch 1 (2019)
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AFTER4

Quelle: Impuls Deutsch 1 - Second Edition (2025)Quelle: Impuls Deutsch 1 (2019)
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Examples:
Keeping Inclusivity And 

Interdisciplinarity in Mind
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BEFORE1

Quelle: Impuls Deutsch 1 (2019)
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AFTER1

Quelle: Impuls Deutsch 1 - 
Second Edition (2025)
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BEFORE2

Quelle: 
Impuls Deutsch 1 (2019)
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AFTER2

Quelle: 
Impuls Deutsch 1 - 
Second Edition  (2025)
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BEFORE3

Quelle: Impuls Deutsch 1 (2019)
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AFTER3

Quelle: Impuls Deutsch 1 (2019)
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2. Flexibility, Relevant to Your Students
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● Vertiefungseinheiten: Choose the topics/contexts (and 
therefore vocabulary) that are most relevant to your students 
(e.g. choose a Vertiefung with an arts vs. engineering focus)
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3. Reinvisioned Vocabulary Lists 
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3. Reinvisioned Vocabulary Lists 
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● Improved Vocabulary lists now printed in the In-Class Book 
MACHEN for easier reference in class

● Frequency bands (Top 1000, 2000) visually highlighted in 
vocabulary lists

● Reduced vocabulary lists to one list (required vs. extra)
● Special vocabulary lists (print and on Quizlet) for words used in 

Impuls Deutsch that belong to the most frequent 
500/1000/2000 words, for each semester



ACTFL 2024
BEFORE1

Quelle: Impuls Deutsch 1 (2019)
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Quelle: Impuls Deutsch 1 - Second Edition (2025)



4. Implicit Vocabulary Learning 
Through Easy Readers
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4. Implicit Vocabulary Learning Through Easy Readers
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5. Words Seen and Heard
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5. Words Seen and Heard
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● Triple the amount of audio
○ Three readings for all written texts 
○ with 30+ speakers from diverse backgrounds
○ a slowly-spoken option

● new audio-vocabulary activities; Before-Class Book LERNEN 
● new listening activities; After-Class Book ZEIGEN



6. Impact (So Far)
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100
learned

200
learned

500
learned

1000
learned

2000
learned

5000
learned

total
learned

ID1 part 1 
(first semester)

89
89%

155
78%

272
54%

383
38%

537
27%

689
14%

829

ID1 part 2 
(second semester)

96
96%

174
87%

354
71%

545
55%

841
42%

1139
23%

1437
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seen

200
seen

500
seen

1000
seen

2000
seen

5000
seen

total
seen

ID1 part 2 
(second semester)

97
97%

176
88%

372
74%

591
59%

932
47%

1323
26%

1760
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100
learned

200
learned

500
learned

1000
learned

2000
learned

5000
learned

total
learned

ID1 part 1 
(first semester)

89
89%

155
78%

272
54%
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38%
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27%
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14%

829

ID1 part 2 
(second semester)

96
96%

174
87%

354
71%
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55%

841
42%

1139
23%

1437

100
seen

200
seen

500
seen

1000
seen

2000
seen

5000
seen

total
seen

ID1 part 2 
(second semester)

97
97%

176
88%

372
74%

591
59%

932
47%

1323
26%

1760

But 1: no cleaning of data yet! It’s really 100% of the Top 100.
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But 2: No Vertiefungseinheiten are factored in



6. Impact (So Far)

ACTFL 2024

100
learned

200
learned

500
learned

1000
learned

2000
learned

5000
learned

total
learned

ID1 part 1 
(first semester)

89
89%

155
78%

272
54%

383
38%

537
27%

689
14%

829

ID1 part 2 
(second semester)

96
96%

174
87%

354
71%

545
55%

841
42%

1139
23%

1437

100
seen

200
seen

500
seen

1000
seen

2000
seen

5000
seen

total
seen

ID1 part 2 
(second semester)

97
97%

176
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372
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1323
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1760

But 3: We did not go back yet
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100
learned

200
learned

500
learned

1000
learned

2000
learned

5000
learned

total
learned

ID1 part 1 
(first semester)

89
11%

155
19%

272
33%

383
46%

537
65%

689
83%

829

ID1 part 2 
(second semester)

96
7%

174
12%

354
25%

545
38%

841
59%

1139
79%

1437



College Averages (9 Universities) vs. URI 
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Semesters N Mean SD
Average 
(9 schools)

4 194 4.44 .741

URI old 4 35 3.94 .765
URI new 4 24 4.63 .875

IH

IM

IL

NH

NM
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Join us tomorrow:

IMPULS DEUTSCH - SECOND EDITION
SPECIAL PRESENTATION AND MEET & GREET

Booth 1113
Saturday 2:30 - 3:15 PM
with Niko Tracksdorf & Nicole Coleman

Be the first to get all the details.
Receive Advanced Review Copy.
Ask questions.
Enjoy some coffee and cake.
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What’s new in the Second Edition?
● Over 30% of new or revised activities
● Images updated for even more inclusivity
● New warm-up week between the first and 

second half Impuls Deutsch 1.
● Reimagined Impuls Deutsch 2 with two distinct 

parts: ID2 ORANGE and ID2 BLAU.
● Inclusive language throughout
● Triple the amount of audio
● 130 Interactive Grammar Videos (over ten hours)
● New platform: The KWL Hub
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Join us tomorrow:

IMPULS DEUTSCH - SECOND EDITION
SPECIAL PRESENTATION AND MEET & GREET

Booth 1113
Saturday 2:30 - 3:15 PM
with Niko Tracksdorf & Nicole Coleman

Be the first to get all the details.
Receive Advanced Review Copy.
Ask questions.
Enjoy some coffee and cake.

Your feedback is valuable 
to both the presenter 

and KWL. 



MORE PD!

KWL Learning Community
■ Complimentary Onboarding 

○ Platform Training
○ Initial Content Implementation 

■ Free  webinars  & training sessions  

■ Conferences & Events 

■ Paid continuing professional development . Visit 
www.klettwl.com/pd to learn more about our tailored PD for schools and 
districts.



Thank you!
Q&A

THANK YOU!


